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 Summer Gala... 
“a family fun day to make great memories” 



Seacroft Summer Gala 2015 
 

 
Seacroft Summer Gala is a well recognised and organised event.  
2015 hosted the 8th gala in Seacroft and was attended by over 2,000  

visitors from in and around the  
surrounding area.  After a dull start, the 
sun came out along with a blustery wind 
which kept us all on our toes but this didn't 
stop us from hosting a successful event.   
There was a variety of activities for young and old and everyone enjoyed a 
fantastic day.   
 
 

The Village Green was populated by a combination of craft, food, activity, information and boot stalls. 
We had support from the local service provider Connect Housing who did free face painting for the kids. 
 

“Very enjoyable day – love meeting all the people. Seen friends I haven’t 
seen for ages. Sold lots of bric a brac. Love the selling “– Margaret  
 
The kids were kept entertained all day with Tuckers Funfair which 
was a hive of activity with lots for the kids to enjoy .The bungee 
jumps were extremely 
popular.   
 
Fearnville’ s Cycle Club 
provided a free BMX bike 

course and City Connect offered their free Dr Bike Service.  
Morley Exotic Animals were there with a mix of slithery and 
hairy creatures!!   The Burmese Python was extremely friendly 
giving cuddles  to the crowds.  Fun Bounce bouncy castle and 
bungee run were kept busy all day. 
 

LS14 Trust Pop Up Seaside delivered by Kentmere Children’s Centre staff 
was a great way for the kids to feel as though they were on the beach and 
with the sun shining who knew we were in Seacroft! 
 
Pete from The Basement Gym in Seacroft gave a great  
Marshall Arts display and there were some amazing  
cocktails from the Mocktail Bar.   
 
 

 
 
 



 
With tours from the Walking Bus where families went on a trip 
to nowhere and free rides from the Men’s Room Rickshaw,  
there were no excuses not to 
see all that the gala had to 
offer.   
 
 

 
 
There was also a chance to have a chat 
with the Seacroft Neighbourhood  
Planning team to give their ideas  
and vision of how they would like to see 
Seacroft in 15 years time. Everyone had a great time in the giant deck 
chair too.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The ever popular Seacroft Scruffs Dog Show was again a great success. It 
has become an important part of the Gala and an activity that lots of  
people look forward to. The dogs were again very well behaved and 
showed great obedience, skill and agility. Here are a few comments from 
the participants’ owners; 
 
“We came especially for the dog show – we had a really good time last year 
and this year” 
 
“Much better dog show than Rothwell. So glad we came. My dog Angel came 
first in the agility – a lovely afternoon.” 

 
“I’ve waited for a year to take part again. It is 
a real boost for the  
community.” Majorie Robinson 
 
“Our dogs look forward to competing!! It is a great occasion – almost 
as good as cruft's.  
 
 

 
All the dogs which entered won a prize either for the Waggiest tail, 
Most Obedient or the Obstacle Course. We were thrilled to have so 
much support and want to thank all the dogs and their owners for 
providing us with an afternoon of enjoyment.  
 
 
 



                                           

This year saw the arrival of the all new Talking 

Tea Tent. Our lovely tea ladies were the perfect 

hosts and the conversations flowed, along with 

gallons of tea and mountains of scrumptious 

cupcakes ! And to keep everyone entertained, 

there were fantastic performances from the Starlight Dance Group, Martin & 

Friends singing folk songs and our local signer Jaimes Moran who sang songs 

and played the guitar.   

 

 

Down the road at Chapel FM there was live music, a 

quiz and Have a Go Radio, giving people a chance to be 

on the radio. Performances in the radio theatre from 

Handmade Hands, Molly Rhymer and Jaimes Moran  

were enjoyed by a varied audience  of young and old. It 

was  a good opportunity for our young artists to gain 

experience in performing in front of a live audience and 

a great  chance for the general public to see the space in 

action.   

 

LS14 Trust and Space2 delivered the Fork to Fork gardening project 

making great wicker art for the garden and giving away plants to         

encourage people to start growing their own vegetables at home. 

 

The Seacroft Gala is coordinated and 

managed by the Seacroft Gala Committee which is made up of a committed 

and active group of local residents, local groups and organisations; LS14 

Trust, Parish of Seacroft (Church of England in  Seacroft, Swarcliffe and 

Whinmoor), Seacroft Green Resident’s Association, Seacroft Village Hall, 

Space2 and the West Yorkshire Police.  The Seacroft Gala is supported by Leeds City Council Area    

Management and Ward Members. 



So what did everyone think of the  
Seacroft Summer Gala 2015? 
 

“Loved all of it. Liked the bouncy castles” anonymous 

“We come every year” – Faye Wilson 

“Awesome, exciting day – enjoyable day. Liked the walking bus 
and the bikes” – Lisa Britton 

 

“A lot of work went into organising the day and good thing for the 
community. Gets people out to meet others”  – Jennie Reeves 

“Very enjoyable day – love meeting all the people. Seen friends I  

haven’t seen for ages. Sold lots of bric a brac. Love the selling” –  

Margaret Thompson 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our funders 
this year:  Inner East Area Committee,  - Leeds Community 
Foundation / Red Nose Day Community Cash, Leeds City 
Council Housing Advisory Panel. 

 

 

Thanks to all those individuals 
and organisations who generously gave their time, energy and talent to 
run a  fantastic Seacroft Summer Gala 
2015 for the community of which they 
are a part of. 

                                                       

Thank you. 



 

SEACROFT CHRISTMAS GALA REPORT 

2015 

 A MOMENT TO TREASURE  

ON  A WET AND  WINDY DAY IN SEACROFT 



Seacroft Christmas Gala 

Exciting Magical and Fun are just a few words of how people described the 
Christmas Gala. Despite the torrential rain and the bitter cold wind, the 
great folk of Seacroft put on their raincoats and hats to join us in a festive 
fun filled event with lots of exciting free activities for all the family.    

 

At the opening ceremony, Gabriella the 
Christmas Fairy, helped to raise the roof with 
the sounds of traditional Christmas Carols but not before we said a 
great big thank you to the Rev Fiona Harrison-Smith for being such a 
great asset to the Gala Committee as 
she said farewell to the Parish of Searoft 
before heading off to pastures new in 
the wonderful city of Birminham.   

 

This year’s event was hosted across three 
venues, St James Church, Seacroft Meth-
odist Chapel and of course the beautiful 
Chapel FM and there were lots to do for all.  

 

The Christmas Tree Festival in St James Church was a 

sight to see. Trees which were beautifully decorated by 

local community groups and organisations , set the sce-

ne for a fantastic performance from the DYCA Choir who 

opened up the gala with visitors joining in singing Christmas carols. East 

Leeds Music Centre entertained us with some very talented young artists.  

There were poetry readings from Martin Harrison-Smith and hot tea and 

scrumptious cakes were on sale to keep us all sugared up.   

 The Christmas elves were kept busy helping Santa give away lots of excit-

ing  free presents to the children who were also able to enjoy all the arts and 

craft activities that were on offer.   With the bad weather, the Christmas  

parade and singing round the tree had to be cancelled but that didn’t stop 

us from having a good old sing-a-long in the Church.   

“It’s been a moment to treasure and the church is lovely” 



 

The Methodist Chapel hosted a variety of 

stalls from the ever popular smoothie 

bike run by the Space2 gang making their 

very own pedal powered Christmas punch 

smoothies.        

 

There was also the  opportunity for families to make more Christmas decorations with the Space2 

crafty staff.  The hall was host to a variety of stalls selling jewellery, tombola’s with  fabulous priz-

es, beautiful knitwear and toys. Even the local labour party had a 

stall! It was great to see our local MP Richard Burgon.   It was a 

great opportunity for local residents to get acquainted with him.   

The Hot Dogs were flowing, as were the 

roast chestnuts from our lovely Viv who 

made sure we were all well fed.                    

Not forgetting a great cup of tea to keep us 

all toasty warm on such a cold wintery day.  

 

Next door at Chapel FM it was 

their annual Musicathon with 

lots of great performances from 

DYCA Choir, Chapel FM Players 

and LeAndrea West .    

 

 

There were free mince pies and mulled wine for all to enjoy while the kids had great fun having their 

faces painted for free by the fantastic Carrie Ann Vowels.  Everyone had a great time and the festive 

fun was in full swing.   

“More live music in each place.  Chapel FM brilliant - FREE mince pies too!” 

 

.  



 

So what did everyone think of the  

Seacroft Christmas Gala 2015? Here is 

some of the comments from our feedback 

on the day. 

“It’s been a moment to treasure and the church is lovely.” 

“My daughter enjoys the creative activities.” 

“3 x little kids had fun.” 

“Always great.” 

“Love the church, love the stalls, love the singing - love it all!” 

“Loved the idea of free stuff - expensive time of year.” 

“Face painting FREE!” 

“Always a good turn out - shame about the weather!” 

“Very traditional - I prefer traditional.” 

“Alright.  Loads of things here.” 

“Plenty of stalls here, seeing old friends.” 

“I always come every year - it’s better than last year, not as much walk-

ing about.” 

“Very well attended and planned.  Lots of 

residents even with the rain.” 

“Lots of things to buy - all different.” 

“It brings everyone together and all the 

children enjoy it.” 

 

As the Chair of Seacroft Gala Committee I know I speak for the rest 

of the committee when I say that we would like to thank everyone 

who has supported us this year from all the mince pie donations 

from Aldi and to all our funders who make the event possible: Leeds City Council Housing Advisory 

Panel,  Wellbeing Fund, Leeds Community Foundation / Red Nose Day Community Cash, a massive 

thank you to all our volunteers and Choirs. We’d like to thank again the local authority for enabling 

us to hold two great events year on year.  

Thank you everyone who came on the day and   

enjoyed the experience. It wouldn’t be a Gala   

without our community.  

 



THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT 

 

Seacroft Green Residents  Association 


